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It is the policy of St. John’s High and CCSD not to discriminate on the basis of race as required by Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, on the basis of sex as required by Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendments, or on the basis of 
handicap as required by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, PL 
101-476 and other Civil Rights Laws. 
 
Information presented in this Program of Studies is current as of January 28, 2016. As laws, policies and regulations 
are modified, updates may be necessary. 

In order to facilitate on-time graduation, ensure proper preparation for college, and/or workplace readiness 
counselors meet with students during pre-registration to select classes and alternates.  Students should select classes 
appropriate for their college and/or career plans as outlined on their IGP. 
 
Based on student course requests (and alternate requests), classes are scheduled by PowerSchool, a computer 
program.  Teachers are hired according to the needs indicated by the course requests. Students should spend time 
reading the course descriptions found in the Program of Studies.  Students are also encouraged to talk with teachers, 
department heads, advisors, and their guidance counselor during the registration process. 
 
Any request for a schedule change must be submitted in writing to the guidance office prior to July 15th. Schedule 
change forms are available in the guidance office and on our website.  Schedule changes after the deadline will be 
limited to the following: 
 
 - Students needing to meet graduation requirements 
 - Students needing a course to complete a major as indicated on their IGP 
 - Students who have not passed the course prerequisite 
 - Students needing to meet college requirements 
 - When it is determined that a level change is necessary 
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“Scholars of the Island; Citizens of the World” 
 

Vision:  We will be proud scholars who are focused on learning so that we can grow into successful citizens who 
embrace diversity, achieve our goals, and are proud of who we have become.  

 
Introduction 
The mission of the Charleston County School District (CCSD), a dynamic system of challenging choices, is to increase student achievement overall and to 
close the achievement gap between groups in order to prepare all students to compete in a global economy and make a positive contribution to our 
community and nation. 
 

 
The Charleston County School District’s Program of Studies provides students and parents with a framework of information relevant to the secondary 
level. The design for the secondary curriculum provides flexibility to meet the unique needs of individual high schools. Detailed information concerning 
course offerings and content are available at each high school. Information about the high school programs and curriculum can be obtained from each 
school’s guidance office or by viewing the Program of Studies posted on the school’s website. 
 

Education and Economic Development Act (EEDA) 
South Carolina high school students face many challenges including higher graduation standards, increasing college entrance requirements and 
growing workforce demands. For students to be successful, high schools must provide a curriculum that is challenging and relevant. They must also 
offer a sequence of courses to assist students in becoming passionate, lifelong learners. The South Carolina Education and Economic Development Act 
(EEDA) has led to the development of a curriculum that is aligned with state content standards and is organized around a career cluster system 
that provides students with both strong academics and real-world problem solving skills. Students must be provided individualized educational, 
academic, and career-oriented choices and greater exposure to career information and opportunities. Secondary schools have organized curriculum 
and developed a career cluster system that provides students with strong academics and real life experiences. The Secondary Curriculum Framework 
for Charleston County School District is designed around 16 national clusters. CCSD organized these 16 clusters into four “schools of study.” The district’s 
curriculum currently provides the opportunity for students to complete a major in more than 40 career areas. The curriculum framework used by 
Charleston County School District includes a rigorous curriculum design and a requirement that each student develop a challenging Individual 
Graduation Plan (IGP). 

Curriculum Framework 
A school of study is a way to organize the curriculum into broad program areas encompassing various professions and academic areas of 
study. CCSD’s four schools of study are: 
 
• School of Arts & Humanities 
• School of Business & Information Systems 
• School of Engineering, Industrial & Environmental Technologies 
• School of Health, Human and Public Services 
 
A cluster of study is a way to organize instruction and student experiences around occupations from entry level through professional levels. They are designed 
to provide a seamless transition from high school study to post-secondary study and/or the workforce. 
 
A major consists of the completion of at least four required units of challenging courses within the student’s area of interest. A major is designed to enable 
students to focus on an area of interest that motivates them to stay in school, to be better prepared for post-secondary choices and/or the workplace, and to 
make a smooth transition to post-secondary education and/or the workplace. 

 
Charleston County School District Schools and Clusters of Study 

School of 
Health, Human and Public Services 

School of Engineering, Industrial and 
Manufacturing Technologies 

School of Business and 
Information Systems 

School of Arts and Humanities 

 
Clusters:* 

 
Clusters:* 

 
Clusters:* 

 
Clusters:* 

Hospitality and Tourism Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Business Management and 
Administration 

 
Arts, AV and Communications 

Education and Training Architecture and Construction 
 

Finance 
 

Health Science Manufacturing 
Information Technology  

 
Human Services 

Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics 

 
Marketing, Sales and 
Services 
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Law, Public Safety and Security Transportation, Distribution and Logistics   

Government and Public 
Administration 

   

 

 
Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) 
An Electronic Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) is a document used to assist students and their parents in exploring educational and professional 
possibilities, and in making appropriate secondary and post-secondary decisions. It can be modified over time as the student’s interests and skills develop 
or change. The IGP is based on the student’s academic record, work and general life experiences, and the results of assessments, such as career interest 
inventories and achievement tests. On a yearly basis, the IGP should be modified to include courses required for graduation, courses required for a 
specific major, electives chosen related to a specific major, and extended learning opportunities related to the major. Students will develop their first IGPs in 
the eighth grade in preparation for the transition to high school. Following eighth grade, students will review and update their plans at least once annually with 
their counselors, parents, guardians, or appointed representative. 
 

Work-Based Learning Opportunities 
The following work-based learning opportunities are available: 

• School-based activities: School-based activities provide students the chance to explore basic business practices and entrepreneurial 
enterprises. 

• Work-based Mentoring: Work-based Mentoring allows students the opportunity to be paired with an employee in a particular 
career field in which the student is interested. 

• Internships: Internships give students an opportunity to learn about a particular industry or occupation through a structured, hands-on 
learning, work-based experience. Students may or may not receive pay or credit for this experience. 

• Service-Learning: Service-Learning gives students the chance to develop leadership and workplace skills through structured 
volunteer activities at a particular worksite or community agency. 

• Job Shadowing: Job shadowing is a short-term experience that introduces students to a particular job by allowing them to follow 
or “shadow” an individual as he/she performs workplace tasks. This is a non-credit experience. 

• Youth or Registered Apprenticeships: Youth or Registered Apprenticeships combine classroom learning with on-the-job learning and 
work experience and results in the student earning a specific certificate or credential. 

 

 
Students participating in Internships and Service Learning may or may not receive credit and must complete all appropriate applications, requirements 
and guidelines.  For further information on work-based learning opportunities, please contact your child’s guidance counselor 
 

General Information about Course Offerings 
 
Each school offers a comprehensive curriculum which best meets the needs of the students attending their school. Information about the high school 
programs and curriculum can be obtained from each school’s guidance office or by viewing the Program of Studies posted on the school’s website. 
Any course taken for credit outside of the traditional school setting must be approved by the Principal prior to enrollment in the course. 

 
College Preparatory Program 
College Preparatory (CP) is the traditional high school program for students planning to attend a two-year college, four-year college, or university 
following graduation from high school. Through the college preparatory program, students gain experience and knowledge that will help them 
become successful in college. 
 

Students who do not plan to attend a 4 year college may meet the diploma requirements by taking a Career and Technology course and not a 
Foreign Language course. The High School Guidance staff will assist in course selection to ensure that all diploma requirements are met. 
 

Honors Courses 
Honors courses, which extend and deepen the opportunities provided by courses at the high school level, are designed for students exhibiting 
superior abilities in the particular content area. The honors curriculum places emphasis on critical and analytical thinking, rational decision making, 
and inductive and deductive reasoning. Independent projects are an integral part of the honors curriculum. Honors credit may be awarded at all levels 
of English, science, mathematics, and social studies but only for the 3rd or higher levels in a course sequence in other content areas, such as foreign 
languages and fine arts courses. Honors weighting may not be designated for Algebra 1 or for any physical education courses. One half of a quality 
point (.5) is added to the CP weighting for honors courses that meet the three criteria listed above. These criteria apply to all courses including those 
offered online and in other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript from an out-of-state school that is accredited under the 
regulations of the board of education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency. Honors credit may be earned only for courses that 
have published syllabi that establish higher standards. 
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Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Courses 
The following  criteria  apply  to  the  College  Board’s  Advanced  Placement  (AP)  courses  and to International Baccalaureate (IB) courses—including 
those offered online and in other nontraditional  settings  and  those  recorded  on  a  transcript  from  an  out-of-state  school  that is accredited under 
the regulations of the board of education of that state or the appropriate regional  accrediting  agency: 

• AP and IB courses are awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting. Seminar or support courses (science labs) for AP or IB are weighted as 
honors but not as AP or IB courses. 

 
Dual Credit Courses (DC) 
Individual students with the approval of the principal or designee may receive dual credit for courses taken from a college. Only courses applicable to 
baccalaureate or associate degrees offered by accredited institutions in South Carolina may be accepted. College courses which meet these criteria 
and are offered via distance learning or on the internet also qualify as dual credit courses. Participating students receive high school Carnegie units 
toward high school graduation and also receive college credit from the cooperating college. A three-semester-hour college course shall transfer as one 
full Carnegie unit. Tuition, books and other college course fees shall be at the expense of the student or his/her parents or legal guardians. These courses 
receive an additional quality point weight of 1.0. 
 
Credit may be awarded for a correspondence course only upon the approval of the local superintendent or his or her designee prior to enrollment in the 
course.  Students are responsible for verifying any college’s acceptance of credits earned as dual credit.  Enrollment in a dual credit course does not 
guarantee college acceptance. 
 
 
College Credits While in High School 
Students may obtain college credit while in high school through Dual Credit and Career and Technical Advanced Placement (CTAP).   Any course 
taken for credit outside of the traditional school setting must be approved by the Principal prior to enrollment in the course. 
 
 

Career and Technical Advanced Placement (CTAP) 
CTAP is a Trident Technical College (TTC) program that allows qualified high school students to earn exemption credit at TTC by demonstrating 
mastery of college course competencies. Students who successfully complete specific high school courses in Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
and who demonstrate mastery of college course competencies can be awarded exemption credit toward their programs at TTC. 

 
 

Virtual Courses 
The Virtual SC Program and CCSD’s virtual course options can be effective online learning opportunities for secondary students. Online courses provide an 
alternative for motivated students to meet graduation requirements. They can be used to resolve scheduling conflicts, as a homebound option and to 
recover credit. They also provide a flexible option for students who require an alternative setting. Enrollment in any virtual course must be approved by 
the Principal or designee PRIOR to enrollment. To begin the application process, the student should contact the school’s guidance counselor for an 
information packet.  Additional information, if enrolling in a virtual course via the South Carolina Virtual High School Program, can be obtained by 
visiting http://ed.sc.gov/.   
 
All virtual school courses not taken through an approved program at the home school must be taken through the Virtual SC Program. 
 
Credit Recovery 
Credit Recovery is an option for schools to implement in order to better assist students who are at risk of failing to graduate due to course failure. The 
purpose of the program is to offer an opportunity for motivated students to recover lost credit by using an alternative instructional model. Credit 
Recovery is for students who have met the seat time requirement (120 hours for 1 unit and 60 hours for ½ unit) and earned a final grade of 61-69. 
 
Students who did not meet the seat time requirement, earned a “WF” or earned a final grade below 61 are not eligible for credit recovery. 
 
There are specific guidelines for participation in the Credit Recovery courses. Your high school guidance counselor can provide additional information. 
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POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
Report Cards and Transcripts 
Report cards are distributed every nine weeks.  Students are accountable for maintaining their own records of credits earned and credits needed to 
graduate. Students should review their transcripts and direct their questions to the guidance office. 
 

South Carolina End–of-Course Examinations 
End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) is a statewide assessment. The Education Accountability Act of 1998 (EAA) requires the administration 
of the end-of-course examinations in gateway or benchmark courses. The examinations, which count for 20 percent of the student’s final grade in each 
gateway or benchmark course, currently include Algebra 1/Intermediate Algebra, English 1, US History and the Constitution, and Biology1/Applied 
Biology 2. Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year all students must have taken the Biology 1/Applied Biology 2 EOCEP test by the end of their 
second year after their initial enrollment in ninth grade. 
 

Accelerated Graduation 
In some cases an advanced student may upon the approval of the principal and with the consent of the parents/legal guardians, accelerate 
his/her high school studies and graduate in three years. When such approval is granted, the student may take two units of mathematics simultaneously 
in the second year or third year and two units of English simultaneously during the third year in high school. Summer school courses will not be 
approved in the “core” academic areas for those students who have demonstrated superior academic achievement and are pursuing an accelerated 
program to complete diploma requirements in three years. No credit for any summer school course will be awarded without prior permission. 
 

South Carolina High School Diploma Requirements 
In order to receive a SC state high school diploma, the student must attend the high school issuing the diploma for a least the semester immediately 
preceding graduation, except in the case of a bona fide change of residence to a location where the sending school will not grant the diploma. (State 
Regulation 43-259) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Keyboarding may count up to one-half unit of the computer science requirement. The student must demonstrate computer literacy as determined by local school district policy. 

 
** The student in a College Prep program must earn one unit in a foreign language. (Most four year colleges/universities require at least two units of the same foreign language.) If a student does 
not plan to enter college, then one unit in career and technology education beyond the computer science unit must be earned. 

 
The student must complete a study of an pass an examination on the principles of the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist papers, and American institution 
and ideals. This instruction shall be given for a period of at least one year or its equivalent, either within the required U.S. History course and/or within another course using a suitable text 
recommended by the State Superintendent of Education and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). 
 

 
 
 

Subject Diploma Requirements  

English/Language Arts 4 Units 

Mathematics 4 Units 
Science  3 Units (Biology) 

United States History & 
Constitution 

1 Unit 

Economics .5 Unit 

United States Government  .5 Unit  

Other Social Studies Elective 1 Unit  

Physical Education or Junior ROTC 1 Unit 

Computer Science* 1 Unit  

Foreign Language** OR 
Career & Technology Education*** 

1 Unit 

TOTAL UNITS 17 UNITS 

Electives: (see health requirement 
note) 

7 Units  

TOTAL UNITS  24 Units  
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South Carolina Grade Classifications 
Grade 9:   

Student must have met requirements and be promoted from 9th grade.  
 

Grade 10:  must have completed six (6) units to include: 
• One unit in English 1 
• One unit in mathematics 

 

Grade 11:  must have completed twelve (12) units to include: 
• One unit in English 1 
• One unit in English 2 
• Two units in mathematics 
• One unit in science 
• Students in the third year of high school will be administered WIN Assessments 

 
Grade 12:  must have complete eighteen (18) units to include:  

• One unit in English 1,  
• One unit in English 2 
• One unit in English 3 
• Three units in mathematics 
• Two units in science 
•  In addition, the student must be enrolled in all other units (required and elective) needed to complete graduation 

requirements. 
*When, based on the student’s schedule, it is anticipated that a student will complete graduation requirements by the end of the school year, the student may be placed in a senior 
homeroom at the beginning of the first semester even if all of the units listed above are not completed. 

 
Course Load 

All students enrolled as regular students in Grades 9-12 in the Charleston County School District must be enrolled in a minimum number 
of courses or unit equivalents as follows: 

• Grades 9-10 7 units 

• Grade 11 5 units 

• Grade 12* 5 units 
In cases of extreme hardship, a senior may request in writing to the principal, permission for a waiver of the five-unit requirement. 
*Extended Learning Opportunities (internship, co-op or apprenticeship) may count as the fifth unit in Grade 12. 
 

South Carolina Four Year College Requirements 
Students planning to attend four-year public colleges and universities in South Carolina must meet the following requirements. Students interested in 
attending other four-year colleges should contact that schools’ admissions office for specific admission requirements. Additional courses may be required. 
 

Subject Requirements 

English 4 units 

Math 4 units* 
• CP Algebra 1 OR Foundations in Algebra & Intermediate Algebra 
• Geometry 
• Algebra 2 
• 4th higher-level math class 

Science 4 units** 
•Physical Science 
•2  from Biology, Chemistry or Physics 
•The fourth course may be from the same field as the first 2 or from an Adv. Environmental Science with lab or 
Marine Biology with lab for which biology and/or chemistry is a prerequisite. 

US History 1 unit 

Economics .5 unit 
Government .5 unit 
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Social Studies 1 unit 
PE/ROTC 1 unit 

Foreign Language 2 units of the same language 

Some four year universities may require 3 units of the same foreign language for admission. 
Computer Science 1 unit 
Electives 1 unit in Fine Arts*** 1 additional unit **** 

*A fourth higher-level mathematics course should be selected from among Algebra III/trigonometry, pre-calculus, calculus, statistics, discrete mathematics, or a capstone 
mathematics course and should be taken during the senior year. 
 
** Two units must be taken in two different fields of the physical or life sciences and selected from among biology, chemistry, or physics. The third unit may be from the same 
field as one of the first two units (biology, chemistry, or physics) or from any laboratory science for which biology and/or chemistry is a prerequisite. Courses in earth 
science, general physical science, or introductory or general environmental science for which biology and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite will not meet this requirement. It 
is strongly recommended that students take physical science (taught as a laboratory science) as a prerequisite to the three required units of laboratory science outlined in this 
section. It is also strongly recommended that students desiring to pursue careers in science, mathematics, engineering or technology take one course in all three fields. 
 
*** One unit in Appreciation of, History of, or Performance in one of the fine arts. 
 
**** One unit must be taken as an elective. A college preparatory course in Computer Science (i.e., one involving significant programming content, not simply keyboarding) 
is strongly recommended for this elective. Other acceptable electives include college preparatory courses in English; fine arts; foreign languages; social science; 
humanities; laboratory science (excluding earth science, general physical science, general environmental science, or other introductory science courses for which biology 
and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite); or mathematics above the level of Algebra II. 
 

For additional information go to:  http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/CollPrepPrereq.htm. 
 

South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy 
As required by state law, the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale is in effect for all students. All grades will be interpreted for all 
purposes using the Uniform Grading Scale below: 
 

Letter South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F 59 or below 
 

Increased quality points for courses are as follows: 
• Honors  level courses add .5 quality points 

• Advanced Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB)*/Dual Credit courses add 1.0 quality point 
 
GPR is calculated as an average of quality points. The GPR will be used to rank students from highest to lowest rank in their class. The GPR will be 
calculated to three decimal places. All diploma candidates will be included in the ranking. Students who tie for a rank will share that rank. 

 

Numerical	
Average	

Letter	Grade	 College	Prep	 Honors	 AP/IB/	Dual	Credit	

100	 A	 5.000	 5.500	 6.000	

99	 A	 4.900	 5.400	 5.900	

98	 A	 4.800	 5.300	 5.800	

97	 A	 4.700	 5.200	 5.700	

96	 A	 4.600	 5.100	 5.600	

95	 A	 4.500	 5.000	 5.500	

94	 A	 4.400	 4.900	 5.400	

93	 A	 4.300	 4.800	 5.300	

92	 A	 4.200	 4.700	 5.200	
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Numerical	
Average	

Letter	Grade	 College	Prep	 Honors	 AP/IB/	Dual	Credit	

91	 A	 4.100	 4.600	 5.100	

90	 A	 4.000	 4.500	 5.000	

89	 B	 3.900	 4.400	 4.900	

88	 B	 3.800	 4.300	 4.800	

87	 B	 3.700	 4.200	 4.700	

86	 B	 3.600	 4.100	 4.600	

85	 B	 3.500	 4.000	 4.500	

84	 B	 3.400	 3.900	 4.400	

83	 B	 3.300	 3.800	 4.300	

82	 B	 3.200	 3.700	 4.200	

81	 B	 3.100	 3.600	 4.100	

80	 B	 3.000	 3.500	 4.000	

79	 C	 2.900	 3.400	 3.900	

78	 C	 2.800	 3.300	 3.800	

77	 C	 2.700	 3.200	 3.700	

76	 C	 2.600	 3.100	 3.600	

75	 C	 2.500	 3.000	 3.500	

74	 C	 2.400	 2.900	 3.400	

73	 C	 2.300	 2.800	 3.300	

72	 C	 2.200	 2.700	 3.200	

71	 C	 2.100	 2.600	 3.100	

70	 C	 2.000	 2.500	 3.000	

69	 D	 1.900	 2.400	 2.900	

68	 D	 1.800	 2.300	 2.800	

67	 D	 1.700	 2.200	 2.700	

66	 D	 1.600	 2.100	 2.600	

65	 D	 1.500	 2.000	 2.500	

64	 D	 1.400	 1.900	 2.400	

63	 D	 1.300	 1.800	 2.300	

62	 D	 1.200	 1.700	 2.200	

61	 D	 1.100	 1.600	 2.100	

60	 D	 1.000	 1.500	 2.000	

59	 F	 0.900	 1.400	 1.900	

58	 F	 0.800	 1.300	 1.800	

57	 F	 0.700	 1.200	 1.700	

56	 F	 0.600	 1.100	 1.600	

55	 F	 0.500	 1.000	 1.500	
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Numerical	
Average	

Letter	Grade	 College	Prep	 Honors	 AP/IB/	Dual	Credit	

54	 F	 0.400	 0.900	 1.400	

53	 F	 0.300	 0.800	 1.300	

52	 F	 0.200	 0.700	 1.200	

51	 F	 0.100	 0.600	 1.100	

0–50	 F	 0.000	 0.000	 0.000	

50	 WF	 0.000	 0.000	 0.000	

50	 FA	 0.000	 0.000	 0.000	

—	 WP	 —	 —	 —	

—	 P	 —	 —	 —	

—	 NP	 —	 —	 —	

—	 AU	 —	 —	 —	
 

FA: failure due to absences; WF: withdrawal failing; WP: withdrawal passing; AU: audit

 
Honor Graduates and Class Rank 
To be named first or second honor graduate a student must, at a minimum: 

• Have been enrolled in the school for the entire junior and senior year; and 

• Have the highest GPA in the senior class after third quarter grades are posted and after dual credit courses taken in the spring semester of the 
senior year are posted to the transcript and calculated into the GPA. 

In the event two or more student’s tie, the students would share the honor.  Only students who receive a diploma will be considered in the final class rank. 
 

Academic Honors Award 
For a student to receive an Academic Achievement Honors Award, the student must (1) complete twenty-four units of credit as prescribed; (2) meet 
the standard on all subtests of the Exit Examination; (3) receive a minimum grade of “B” for each semester course in grades 9-12 through the seventh 
semester; and (4) achieve either a score of 710 on the SAT verbal or a score of 690 on the SAT math, or an ACT score of 30 on English or 33 on 
mathematics - OR – (1) Each student shall have completed twenty-four units of high school credit; (2) be eligible for graduation with a state high 
school diploma; (3) have a combined score of 1400 on the SAT verbal and math sections, or an ACT composite score of 31. Of the twenty-four units 
earned, eighteen units must be college preparatory coursework, four units in additional electives, and two units in one or more of the following: English, 
science, social studies or mathematics. 
 
College preparatory coursework includes: English [English I or above] (four units); Mathematics [Algebra I or above] (four units); laboratory science (three 
units); social studies [United States/ South Carolina studies, Economics/Government, and one unit of global studies/world history, global studies/world 
geography, or western civilization] (three units); computer science (one unit); physical education (one unit); and foreign language (two units). 
 

CCSD Award 
CCSD Board Scholar Certificate – This certificate is awarded to graduating seniors based on GPA calculated at the end of third nine week grading 
period. A student must achieve a four-year GPA of 4.25 or better on the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale with no rounding up or down. 
 

Grade Changes 
Grades can only be changed on a grade card, transcript or permanent record if the “CCSD Post-Marking Period Grade Change Form” is 
completed. The completed form is filed in the student’s permanent record. 
 

Attendance Requirements and Denial of Credit 
Attendance is a requirement for promotion and/or credit. Students must attend at least 85 days of a 90-day course or 170 days of a 180-day course or 
42 days of a 45-day course. Students who exceed the approved limits for unexcused absences may not receive credit in the course. 
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Guidelines for Denial of Credit 
The Principal will conduct an investigation to determine if credit should be denied on the basis of attendance. According to the South Carolina 
Student Attendance Code, denial of credit will be based on, but not limited to: 

• Lawful vs. unlawful 
• circumstances affecting absences 
• responsibility demonstrated by parent or guardian and student 
• the educational record of the student 
• court recommendation, if applicable 

 

Appeals Process for Denial of Credit 
Consistent with state regulations, parents/guardians have the right to appeal attendance violation decisions and/or question the school records regarding 
attendance. The appeal should be made in writing to the school principal. The decision of the principal may be appealed to the Associate Superintendent. 
The decision of the Associate Superintendent may be appealed to the Constituent Board by written request for appeal within ten (10) days of receipt of 
the decision of the Associate Superintendent. The decision of the Constituent Board may be appealed to the CCSD Board of Trustees in writing within ten 
(10) days following the date of notification. 
 

Incomplete Grades 
A teacher may give a grade of “incomplete” during the course of the school year if, in the teacher’s professional judgment, an extension of the time to complete 
course expectations is appropriate due to extenuating circumstances such as a documented long-term illness or a death in the immediate family. The teacher, 
student and parent will develop and sign a contract for completion of the course which will not extend beyond the end of the next semester or the conclusion of the 
school year. The principal must approve the contract and it is at the principal’s discretion to approve any extension of the contract. The student’s incomplete 
grade will be reported as an “I”. Once the work has been completed, the teacher will authorize the appropriate change in the grade by completing the “CCSD 
Post Marking Period Grade Change Form”. If the work is not completed within the agreed upon time, the incomplete grade will be valued as a 61 or the 
student’s average without the completed work, whichever is lower, and this numerical grade will be included in the student’s grade point ratio. All final grades are 
numerical. An “I”, incomplete, cannot be a final grade. 
 

Course Audits 
A grade of “audit” (AU) may be given if a student attends a class with no expectation of receiving credit. A student who transfers to a high school late in 
the semester or who wishes to review content of a course may choose to audit. The student and parent must sign a statement at the time of registration 
indicating that they understand that no credit will be awarded for the course. This option will be provided on a space available basis only. 
 

Withdrawing from a Course 
With the first day of the course as the baseline, students who withdraw from a course within three days in a 45-day course, five days in a 90-day 
course, or ten days in a 180-day course will do so without penalty. Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of three days in a 45-
day course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten days in a 180-day course shall be assigned a WF, and the WF (as a 61) will be calculated in the 
student’s overall grade point average. The three, five, and ten-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty do not apply to course or 
course-level changes approved by the administration of a school. 
 

Students who drop out of school or are expelled after the allowed period for withdrawal, but before the end of the grading period, will be assigned 
grades in accordance with the following polices: The student will receive a WP if he or she was passing the course. The grade of WP will carry no 
Carnegie units and no quality points to be factored into the student’s GPA. The student will receive a WF if he or she was failing the course. The grade 
of WF will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student’s GPA as a 61. 
 

If a student fails a course due to excessive absences, an FA will be recorded on his or her transcript. The grade of FA will carry no Carnegie units but will 
be factored into the student’s GPA as a 61. 
 

Retaking a Course 
A student may retake a course in which a D or F has been earned within the same academic year or no later than the next academic year. All 
grades and unit attempts for the course will be included in the student’s GPA with one exception: students may retake a middle school Carnegie 
unit in 9th grade and, no matter what grade was earned in middle school the 9th grade, and only the 9th grade attempt, will appear on the transcript 
whether it is higher or lower.  GPAs already calculated will be recalculated on the basis of the revised policy’s three-decimal- point scale. 

 Summer School 
Summer school courses may be attended as an opportunity for recovering credit and enrichment. In specific cases described below summer school courses 
may also be taken for initial credit in the core areas English, Math, Science, and Social Studies. Principals will make the final decision regarding the 
approval or denial of a request to take a required subject in summer school. With the permission of the home school principal, a student shall be allowed to 
take a required course in an accredited approved summer school provided that the student: 
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• has previously failed the course; or 
• received FA (failure due to absences); or 
• has an approved accelerated education plan; or 
• has an approved education plan into which the required subject cannot be scheduled during the regular school year; or 
• is able to complete all graduation requirements in the summer session. 

 
Credit earned in summer school will be denied if prior approval by the Principal is not obtained and it is not earned in an accredited program. 
 
A student shall be allowed to take English or mathematics as a new subject in summer school only if (a) he/she has an approved plan to achieve on-
time graduation and (b) enrollment is sufficient for the course to be offered. 
 
A student who has completed eight semesters of high school shall be allowed to take one subject as a new course in order to complete graduation 
requirements provided enrollment is sufficient for the course to be offered. 
 

Students shall be allowed to take a course as a new subject for enrichment or as a required course when it cannot be scheduled routinely into his/her four-
year education plan and enrollment is sufficient for the course to be offered (i.e., Physical Education, Driver’s Education, Keyboarding, or Introduction to 
Computers). 
 
Transfer Students 
High school schedules and course offerings vary from high school to high school both within Charleston County School District and from district to 
district. Parents and students are cautioned that it may not be possible to transfer all credits for courses in progress from one school to another if 
the student transfers during the middle of a school year. The difficulty in transferring credits increases if the move occurs during the semester. Every 
effort will be made by the receiving high school to evaluate a student’s transcript and move the student into the schedule with minimal disruption to the 
student’s plan of study. 
 
Courses transferred from another S.C. public school will be transferred with the grade and weight awarded by the sending school. 
 
When transcripts are received from out of state or from private schools within South Carolina that do not use the South Carolina Uniform 
Grading Scale, the following process will be used to transfer the grades into the student’s record: 

• If numerical grades are provided, they will be transferred as recorded and interpreted using the South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale. 
• If letter grades are provided, they will be translated to numerical grades as follows:   A=96; B=88; C=80; D=73; F=61. 
• Grades lower than 70 from another school which are indicated as passing grades will be converted to a 73 numerical grade. 

 

Transfer Students From Outside of CCSD Accredited School 
When a student transfers from a non-CCSD school, the guidance staff at the school evaluates the transcript. Most courses will be comparable to 
courses offered in CCSD. Power School course numbers must be used when entering the data on the transcript. 
 

Transfer Students From Outside of CCSD- Non-Accredited School 
Any student who transfers from a non-accredited private, parochial or other type school may not receive credit for all courses taken. Transcripts 
will be evaluated by the receiving school’s principal to determine if credits will be awarded. 
 

Transfer Students from Home School 
Students who transfer from non-approved home school associations will be required to provide curriculum information and/or take final exams 
of courses attempted in order to be considered for credit. 
 
High School Transfer Credits Procedures 
 

Transfer Course Description Action 

 
1. Course is from a S. C. public school (including innovative/pilot courses 

approved for that school) 

 
Transfer as documented using CCSD approved course number, including 
grade weight (e.g., honors, AP, IB). 

2. Course is from an accredited private or out-of-state public school, approximates a 
CCSD course description and is eligible for honors weight. 

Assign course number for approximate course; assign weight as 
documented on sending transcript. 

 
3. Course is from an accredited private or out-of-state public school and 

approximate a CCSD course description but is NOT eligible for honors weight 
(e.g., French 1, Algebra 1). 

 
Assign course number for approximate course; do not award honors 
weight. 
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4. Course is from an accredited private or out-of-state public school but does NOT 

approximate a CCSD course number (e.g., religion, Texas history). 

 
Assign an elective course number with attached course title. Do not enter a 
new title for the course number. Do not award honors weight. 

5. Course is from a non-accredited school or home schooled without the benefit of 
an accredited organization. 

At the school’s discretion, you may review the syllabus, text and student 
work and/ or you may administer a test to determine whether or not credit 
will be awarded.  Do not award honors weight. 

 

4X4 Block Schedule 
 
St. John’s High School utilizes a 4 period a day/semester schedule for most courses.  This schedule, also known as 4 x 4, is designed to 
help students succeed.  Students are able to take four (4) 90-minute classes each term.  They may earn 8 credits per year and may 
have a total of 32 credits over a 4-year period.   
 
Guidance Services 
 
The Guidance Department at St. John’s High School has students as its first priority. Counselors work with students individually, as well 
as in groups. Counselors are available to students and parents for academic, social, or personal counseling. Yearly IGPs (Individual 
Graduation Plan) are conducted with students and parents to set goals and track progress. Students and parents are encouraged to 
maintain close contact with their counselor. 
 
Students may obtain passes from their teachers to see a counselor. Parents may call (843) 559 6205 during school hours to make an 
appointment with the counselor.  
 

State Scholarships 
Information for Life, HOPE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships is subject to change based on new legislation. 
 

For all state awards only those students who have earned a S. C. High School Diploma will be included in the calculation of class rank. 
 

Life Scholarship 
 
To qualify for a LIFE scholarship, students must meet all of the following requirements: 

• Graduate from high school or complete a home school program as prescribed by law; 
• Attend an eligible South Carolina public or private college or university; 
• Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of college enrollment; 
• Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident (who meets the definition of a eligible non- citizen according to State Residency Statutes); 
• Be enrolled as a full-time degree-seeking student; 
• Certify that he or she has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been convicted of any alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor 

convictions within the past academic year; 
• Verify that he or she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any Federal or State financial aid; 
• Must  not  be  a  SC  HOPE  Scholarship,  Palmetto  Fellows  Scholarship  or  Lottery  Tuition Assistance recipient. 
• For  a  LIFE  Scholarship  Enhancement,  students  must  attend  an  eligible  four-year  South Carolina public or private college or university. 

 

Initial Eligibility Requirements for a LIFE Scholarship: 
 
In order to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship, first-time entering freshman attending an eligible four-year institution must meet two of three of the following 
criteria: 

1. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the SC Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) upon high school graduation. 
a. The grade point average must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and cannot be rounded. The GPR must be calculated after 

official completion of courses required for graduation. 
2. Score an 1100 on the SAT or an equivalent 24 on the ACT 

a. SAT/ACT scores will be accepted through the June national test administration of the high school graduation year. 
b. It is permissible to select the highest SAT Critical Reading score (formerly known as SAT Verbal) combined with the highest SAT Math score 

from different test administrations.  Students cannot use the SAT Writing subsection score to meet the minimum 1100 SAT requirement. 
c. The ACT composite score must be at one test sitting. 

3. Rank in the top 30% of the graduating class 
a. The ranking percentages must be reported in two decimal places (minimum) and cannot be rounded. The class rank must be based on 

the SC Uniform Grading Policy. 
b. The rank must be based on all students who received their diploma during the traditional graduation ceremony typically in 

May/June. The graduating class cannot include any students who graduated during the summer, received a certificate, or did not 
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graduate with a high school diploma during a given year. 
 
First-time entering freshmen attending an eligible two-year or technical institution must earn a minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA based on the UGP as described 
in (1a) above. The standardized test score and class rank requirements are waived. 
 

Initial Eligibility Requirements for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement: 
A student must meet all of the eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds. In addition, to receive a LIFE 
Scholarship Enhancement the student must be a declared math or science major by the beginning of the second academic year of college enrollment. 
Beginning with the 2007 freshman class a n d  t h e r e a f t e r , a l l  s t u d e n t s  must have successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of 
instruction in mathematics and life and physical science courses (including AP, IB and dual credit courses taken during high school) by the end of the student’s 
first year of enrollment in college (based on initial date of college enrollment). Approved lists of eligible majors and eligible courses to meet the 
fourteen credit hour course requirement for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are provided on the Commission’s website at www.che.sc.gov. 
 

Initial Eligibility Requirements for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship: 
 
For early awards, high school seniors must submit applications to the Commission on Higher Education for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by December. 
Specific date TBD. Students may apply if they meet one of the following sets of academic requirements (students cannot use the early awards criteria to 
be eligible for the final awards): 
 

i. Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT) by the November test administration, earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the SC Uniform 
Grading Policy (UGP) at the end of the junior year, and rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of either the sophomore or the junior 
year; OR 

ii. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT) by the November test administration and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP 
at the end of the junior year. 

 
For final awards, students must submit applications to the Commission on Higher Education for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by June. Specific date TBD. 
High school seniors may apply if they meet one of the following sets of academic requirements: 
 
1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT) by the June national test administration of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA 

on the SC UGP at the end of the senior year; and, rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of the sophomore, junior or senior year; OR 
2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT) by the June test administration and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP at the 

end of the senior year. 
 

HOPE Scholarship: 
The SC HOPE Scholarship Program was established under the SC Education Lottery Act and was implemented beginning with the 2002-03 
academic year. It is a one-year merit-based scholarship created for first-time entering freshmen attending a four-year institution who do not qualify 
for the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarships, but graduate from high school with at least a B average. Funding for the program is dependent upon the 
annual proceeds generated by the SC Education Lottery. 

Award Amount: 
Students attending an eligible four-year public or private college or university will receive up to $2,800* (including a $300 book allowance) towards the 
cost-of-attendance during the first- year of attendance only. 

*Funding is awarded half in the fall term and half in the spring term. The HOPE Scholarship in combination with all other scholarships and grants shall not exceed the 
cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year. 

 
In order to qualify for the SC HOPE Scholarship, a student MUST meet the following general and initial eligibility requirements: 
 

General Eligibility Requirements for SC HOPE: 
• Graduate from high school or complete an approved home school program as prescribed by law; 
• Attend an eligible South Carolina public or private college or university; 
• Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of college enrollment; 
• Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident (who meets the definition of a eligible non- citizen according to State Residency Statutes); 
• Be enrolled as a full-time degree-seeking student; 
• Certify that he or she has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been convicted of any second alcohol or other drug-related misdemeanor 

convictions within the past academic year; 
• Verify that he or she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any Federal or State financial aid; and 
• Must not be a recipient of a LIFE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, or Lottery Tuition   Assistance. 

 

Initial Eligibility Requirements for SC HOPE: 
In order to qualify for the SC HOPE Scholarship, first-time entering freshmen must meet the following criteria: 

• Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point ratio (GPR) based on the Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) 
For additional information on state awarded scholarships, go to www.che.sc.gov. 
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NCAA Eligibility 
Questions regarding NCAA eligibility should be directed to your school counselor or athletic director. Information pertaining to NCAA items can be obtained from 
the NCAA http://eligibilitycenter.org. Students are responsible for ensuring NCAA eligibility and should go to the above website to obtain a copy of the NCAA 
guide for the college bound student athlete. 
 

 
NAIA Eligibility 
Questions regarding NAIA eligibility should be directed to your school counselor or athletic director. Information pertaining to NAIA items can be 
obtained from the NAIA at http://naia.cstv.com/. Students are responsible for ensuring NAIA eligibility and should go to the above website to 
obtain a copy of the NAIA guide for the college bound student athlete.  

Foreign Exchange Program Enrollment 
Charleston County School District students who spend a year studying in a foreign country in an approved exchange program are to be 
afforded an opportunity to earn credits. 
• The student must obtain prior approval in writing from the home school principal before going abroad. 
• A course of study should be planned that would enable a student to earn credits similar to those earned at the home school. Math, science, some history, foreign languages,  

and  computer courses should be closely associated with our own offerings. A student may be required to earn his/her English credit on his/her return to CCSD or to 
turn in work from a pre-approved independent study program equivalent to one unit of credit. United States history, American government, and Economics would have 
to be taken here. 

• A certified transcript from the exchange school must be received prior to awarding credit. 
• Attendance periods in foreign countries would have to reasonably approximate our own. 
• All credits attempted must be reflected on the transcript. 

 

Foreign Exchange Students in CCSD 
In as much as the high schools of Charleston County School District receive requests to enroll foreign exchange students, the district encourages schools 
to participate in order for foreign students to be given an opportunity to learn about the United States and its people. It is recognized that in 
some cases schools may need to limit the enrollment of exchange students because of overcrowding or lack of availability of certain courses. The 
following are South Carolina Department of Education and district regulations and guidelines for foreign exchange students: 

• In order for a student to earn course credits all requirements must be met. 
• Principals must clearly indicate to the student(s) that CCSD is not obligated to award a South Carolina High School Diploma and will only do so if all state 

requirements are met including passing the Exit Exam. 
• It is the responsibility of the student to obtain all information needed in order for a school to determine if credits earned from foreign school(s) meet state standards. 
• If a student has already completed the equivalent of a diploma in his/her country, he/she is not eligible for a South Carolina High School Diploma and may be 
prohibited from enrolling in a CCSD high school. 

• If a student is a senior at his/her home school, he/she may be recognized as an honorary member of the CCSD graduating class and can participate in 
commencement exercises as a non-diploma  student. 

• CCSD schools must furnish a certified transcript showing credits earned to the student’s home school upon request. 

Foreign  exchange  students  who  are  not  sponsored  by  a  student  exchange  program  and  are  not  living with their parent or legal guardian must provide 
specified documents and pay tuition to the  district in order to obtain an I-20 form.  An I-20 form is required in order for the student to acquire  an  F-1  Student  
Visa.  Student  Visas  are  acquired  prior  to  the  student  entering  the  United  States.  Additionally, certain limitations and requirements are in effect for students on an 
F-1 visa. 

• The F-1 visa is only issued to high school students. 
• Students may only attend school in the United States for one year (12 months). The number of months cannot legally be extended beyond 
one year. 

• No alien may be issued an F-1 visa in order to attend a publicly funded adult education program. 

 
Special Education 

A goal of the Charleston County School District is to provide a free and appropriate public education for all students with disabilities. Students 
with disabilities who attain the same competencies required of non-disabled students receive a South Carolina State High School Diploma. When a 
student’s disabling condition prohibits him/her from earning a South Carolina State High School Diploma, the IEP team determines the most appropriate 
graduation options based upon student needs and impact of the disability. 
 
All special education students are required to participate in state and district assessments except for those students who are recommended to take 
an alternate assessment. All tests are on grade level and are not based on IEP objectives. 
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State High School Diploma 
Most students with disabilities follow the regular CCSD curriculum and work toward a State High School Diploma earning a total of 24 Carnegie 
units and passing the Exit Exam. Some students with disabilities may be provided with appropriate modifications or accommodations to assist with 
meeting the requirements, i.e., pacing, differentiated methods, supplemental materials, and alternate assessment procedures. 
 

Resource Inclusion Model 
Most students with disabilities follow the regular CCSD curriculum and work toward a State High School Diploma earning a total of 24 Carnegie 
units and passing the Exit Exam. Some students with disabilities may be provided with appropriate modifications or accommodations to assist with 
meeting the requirements, i.e., pacing, differentiated methods, supplemental materials, and alternate assessment procedures. 

 
Resource Pull Out Model 
Resource courses are designed to address the individual academic and social needs of students with disabilities as specified on the IEP as well as 
the identification of appropriate accommodations, modifications and instructional strategies to support academic and social success in the general 
education environment. Students may earn up to seven (7) elective Carnegie credits in resource. 
 

Adult Education 
 
Charleston County School District’s Office of Adult Education offers students who are officially withdrawn from the K-12 program the opportunity to complete their 
high school education. Students who are 17 years of age must have local school board (constituent) approval prior to enrolling. 
 
State Board Regulation 43-259: GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: A student has two courses of study to earn their high school credential. Students can meet 
current requirements for graduation and receive a State of South Carolina High School Diploma or study to prepare for the State GED Test and receive a 
State of South Carolina High School Equivalency Diploma. Students must be 18 years of age and over or have approval from the local school board to attend 
the Adult Education Program. No student shall graduate from adult education prior to the time that he or she would have graduated from the K-12 program. 
 
Special Education students 22 and under, who received special education services while enrolled in K-12, must have an IEP meeting prior to enrolling in Adult 
Education. The IEP team will determine if Adult Education is an appropriate referral. Currently enrolled K-12 students and students who withdrew from K-12 in 
the past 2 years should contact their IEP case manager at the home school to begin the referral process. 
 

High School Diploma Program (R43-259 Section C) – Adult Education 
Students may complete and earn their State of South Carolina High School Diploma by enrolling in the Adult Education High School 
Diploma Program. Students must earn 24 units. Units earned through an accredited high school will transfer to the Adult Education program 
and count towards the required number of units. 
The following units are required by the Adult Education Program to earn a State of South Carolina 
 

High School Diploma: 
Subject Diploma    Requirements 

English/Language Arts 4 Units 

Mathematics 4 Units 

United States History & Constitution* 1 Units 

Economics .5 Unit 

United States Government .5 Unit 

Social Studies 1 Unit 

Science** 3 Units 

Computer Science*** 1 Unit 

Electives 9 Units 

TOTAL UNITS 24 Units 

*Charleston Adult Education only offers U.S. History as credit recovery. 
**Must include equivalent of CP Biology I with EOCEP test. 
Charleston Adult Education does not offer Physical Science or Biology 1. 
Students can be considered for Life Scholarships. The college or university makes the determination if a student is eligible. Adult Education students are not given a class 
rank. 

 
High School Equivalency Diploma (R43-259 Section B):  A student may study and prepare to take the General 
Educational Development (GED) Test. Upon successful completion of the GED Test a student will be issued a State of South 
Carolina High School Equivalency Diploma. The State Board of Education authorizes the administration of the GED Tests by the 
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State Department of Education under policies established by the State Board of Education and the Commission on 
Educational Credit and Credentials (American Council on Education) and procedures established by the GED Testing 
Service, Washington, DC. This credential is recognized by the state’s two and four year colleges. 
 

The Office of Adult Education offers the following options for study and preparation for the State GED Test. 
 

1. Administration of the Official GED Practice Test: For a student to determine readiness to take the State GED test. Test battery will include 
Mathematics, Language Arts/Writing, Science, Social Studies, and Language Arts/ Reading. 

 
2. GED Preparation: For students who need time to review academic skills in Mathematics, Language Arts/Writing, Science, Social 
Studies, and Language Arts/Reading. Classes are offered to help students prepare for the State GED Test. Students may study for all 
sections or brush-up on skills in only those areas that are needed. 

 
Enrollment in Adult Education 
The following information and procedures are necessary to assist with the enrollment of a student in the Adult Education program. Students 17 
years of age must have the local school board (constituent) letter to enroll. 
 

High School Diploma Program – Adult Education 
To enroll in the high school diploma program students must bring the following from their K-12 school: 

• Official school withdrawal letter 
• Unofficial Transcript 
• Copy of Birth Certificate 
• HSAP/PACT scores 
• Local school board constituent letter if 17 years old 
• Official transcripts and test scores will be requested by Adult Education 

 
Students must have earned 12 or more units in the K-12 program to enroll in the Adult Education High School Diploma Program. Required units are English 
I, English 2, the equivalent of Algebra 1, equivalent of CP Biology 1 with EOCEP test, Computer Science and seven other units. If less than 12 units, 
students can enroll in the GED program. There are no credit requirements for enrolling in the GED Preparation program. 
 

Adult Education offers the following courses: 
CP English III, CP English IV, Algebra II, Geometry, Probability & Statistics, Earth Science, Environmental Studies, American Government, 
Economics, Law Education, Psychology, Sociology, Global Studies I, Global Studies II and U.S. History is only offered as credit recovery. 
 

GED Preparation 
To enroll in GED Preparation classes students must be officially withdrawn from the K-12 program, provide an unofficial transcript, and have local school board 
(constituent) letter of approval if 17 years of age. The Office of Adult Education will make program recommendations, provide the State GED Applications, 
and facilitate the completion of the State Department of Education GED Testing Office Verification of School Withdrawal Form. Students can enroll in the GED 
Preparation Program with any number of credits. 
 
Brochures detailing days, times, locations, and fees will be available at all guidance offices, constituent board offices and Adult Education sites at 
the start of each semester 
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PLANNING FOR 2020-2021 

Review the course descriptions on pages 18-35 and check the high school graduation requirements and 4 year college requirements found on 
page 7 & 8.  Then, list the courses you plan to or would like to take next year.   
 

Subject Course/Level 
English (4 needed to graduate)  

Math (4 needed to graduate)  
 

Science (3 needed to graduate; 3 lab needed for 4 year college)  

Social Studies (US History & Econ and Gov’t plus an additional 
social studies elective are graduation requirements)  

 

CTE (check what courses you need to be a CTE Completer)  
 
 

The Arts (at least one unit needed for 4 year college)  
 

Spanish (at least 2 units needed for 4 year college)  
 

Electives:  Make good choices!  Think about courses that will: 
• help you become college and career ready 
• increase your understanding,  
• build on your strengths, or  
• help you be successful 
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SJHS COURSE OFFERINGS AND DESCRIPTIONS BY DEPARTMENT 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Introduction:  The South Carolina College-and-Career-Ready Standards (SCCCR) in reading, writing, and communication serve as the backbone for 
the grade specific standards that define the content of each course. At the high school level, all components of English Language Arts—reading, 
writing, language and communication—must be reflected at each grade level and in every course’s content. Instruction will require a shift from 
teaching a particular text, especially in the area of literature, to teaching the standards using a variety of text types. Often times, multiple standards 
in multiple areas can be taught through a single rich instructional task. The South Carolina College-and-Career-Ready (SCCCR) Standards for English 
Language Arts are designed to ensure that South Carolina students are prepared to pursue and become successful in economically viable career 
opportunities or complete a postsecondary education that leads to a successful career. Students advancing through High School ELA courses are 
expected to meet each year’s grade specific standards, retain or further develop literacy skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades, 
and work steadily to apply their learning to increasingly complex text. High School core English courses engage students in the skills, strategies, and 
processes required to effectively read, write, communicate, and apply the South Carolina inquiry-based literary standards to their work. 
 
In order to receive a South Carolina high school diploma, students are required to earn at least four core units in English (English 1-4). All other 
offerings in the English department are electives. 
 
According to the SC College-and Career-Ready Standards: “By the end of English 4, students read informational 
(expository/persuasive/argumentative) texts in print and multimedia formats of the following types: historical documents, research reports, essays (for 
example, social, political, scientific, historical, natural history), position papers (for example, persuasive brochures, campaign literature), editorials, letters 
to the editor, informational trade books, textbooks, news and feature articles, magazine articles, advertisements, journals, speeches, reviews (for example, 
book, movie, product), contracts, government documents, business forms, instruction manuals, product-support materials, and application forms. They also 
read directions, schedules, and recipes embedded in informational texts. In addition, they examine commercials, documentaries, and other forms of 
multimedia texts.”    (SC College-and Career-Ready Standards for ELA p. 89) 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

   

Ready for High School Literacy 305700CW 1 elective credit 

English 1 302400CW 1 

English 1 Honors 302400HW 1 

English 2 302500CW 1 

English 2 Honors 302500HW 1 

English 3 302600CW 1 

English 3 Honors 302600HW 1 

English 4 302700CW 1 

English 4 Honors 302700HW 1 

Dual Credit English 101 301500EW 1 

Dual Credit English 102 301600EW 1 
English 1:  Grade 9 
The English 1 course provides a foundational study of literary genres such as novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction as well as 
the comprehension and analysis of informative/explanatory text through the use of authentic, real-world, increasingly complex text. Opportunities for 
rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to support students’ correct use of Standard English grammar when 
communicating.   Students must also be able to:  (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 
convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events while demonstrating their command of the 
conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
 
As required by the South Carolina End-of Course Examination Guidelines, students enrolled in English 1 are required to take an examination. This 
state-administered final exam counts as 20 percent of the student’s final grade during the semester in which the course is completed. 
 
English 2:  Grade 10; Prerequisite: English 1 
English 2 is an in-depth study of multicultural literature and literary nonfiction such as novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and literary nonfiction as 
well as the comprehension and analysis of informative/explanatory text through the use of authentic, real-world, increasingly complex text. 
Opportunities for rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to support students’ correct use of Standard English 
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grammar when communicating.   Students must also be able to: (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine and convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events while demonstrating their command 
of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
 
English 3:  Grade 11; Prerequisite: English 2 
English 3 introduces global perspectives focusing on literary and informational texts from diverse cultures through the use of authentic, real-world, 
increasingly complex text. Opportunities for rich discussion and analytical conversation should be provided regularly to support students’ correct use 
of Standard English grammar when communicating.   Students must also be able to: (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
while demonstrating their command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
 
English 4:  Grade 12; Prerequisite: English 3 
English 4 completes the global perspective initiated in English 3 by studying British and world literature.  Opportunities for rich discussion and 
analytical conversation should be provided regularly to support students’ correct use of Standard English grammar when communicating.  
Students must also be able to: (a) write arguments to support claims, (b) write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
and (c) write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events while demonstrating their command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
 
Honors English 1-4:  Prerequisite: Test score and grade qualifying scores; teacher recommendation 
English 1, 2, or 3 is available at the honors level.  Students are selected for honors coursework in English if they meet test score benchmarks 
and have a teacher recommendation.  Honors courses are designed for highly motivated college-bound students who have demonstrated 
academic achievement, higher order thinking skills, and have the ability to work independently. Course content includes writing creative, 
personal, and expository pieces as well as research; literary analysis and criticism; applying rules of standard mechanics and usage; and 
refining skills in speaking, listening, studying, test taking, and use of technology. 
 
Dual Credit English101:  Students wishing to take a Dual Credit Course must complete all TTC paperwork and meet with their guidance counselor PRIOR 
to enrolling in the course.   
English Composition I Prerequisites: SAT: Critical Reading 480; ACT: English 19 COMPASS: Reading 81 and Writing 75.  This course is a study of 
composition in conjunction with appropriate literary selections, with frequent theme assignments to reinforce effective writing. It also reviews standard 
usage and presents basic research techniques. Successful completion of English 101 fulfills the English 4 requirement.  
 
Dual Credit English 102: English Composition I.  Students must earn a TTC grade of “C” or better in DC ENG101 in order to take this course.  This 
course includes the development of writing skills through logical organization, effective style, literary analysis, research and an introduction to literary 
genres.  
 
Essentials of English:  
This course is a continued intervention course for those students who do not show proficiency through Essentials on Reading. The course has a primary 
focus on written expression skills with supported focus on literacy skills and direct instruction.  
 

MATHEMATICS 

Introduction:  A quality mathematics program is essential to help students develop ways of thinking, solving problems, communicating mathematically, 
and making decisions that enable them to become informed citizens and consumers, competent employees and employers, and productive members of 
society. 
 
In order to receive a South Carolina High School Diploma, students are required to earn at least four (4) units in mathematics. 
The South Carolina End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) includes an end-of-course examination for mathematics. At the end of Algebra 1 or 
Intermediate Algebra, students are required to take the SC Algebra 1 End-of-Course Exam. This examination counts 20% of the student’s final grade 
in either Algebra 1 or Intermediate Algebra. 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Algebra 1 411400CW 1 

Algebra 2 411500CW 1 

Algebra 2-H 411500HW 1 

   

Foundations in Algebra 411600CW 1 

Intermediate Algebra  411700CW 1 

Geometry 412200CW 1 
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Geometry H 412200HW 1 

   

Pre-Calculus–H  413100HW 1 
Probability and Statistic  
Concepts 

314400CW 1 

Probability and Statistics 414100CW 1 

Dual Credit Math 120 414100EW 1 

Dual Credit Math 110 411400EW 1 

Dual Credit Math 111 411401EW 1 
 
Foundations in Algebra:  Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or 8th Grade Mathematics; recommended grade level: 9 
This course is the first in a two-course sequential program of mathematical studies which is designed to help students develop the ability to understand 
and apply mathematics to solve realistic problems. Students work with real numbers as they learn about linear functions, equations and inequalities, 
operations with polynomials and graphing. Skills in algebra are taught through an integrative approach. 
 
Intermediate Algebra:  Prerequisite: Foundations in Algebra or Algebra 1; recommended grade level: 9 or 10 
This course is the second in a two-course sequential program of mathematical studies that is designed to help students develop the ability to 
understand and apply mathematics to solve realistic problems involving linear and non-linear functions. Students use linear functions, equations and 
inequalities, graphing, data analysis, basic statistics, radicals and quadratic functions to solve problems involving real numbers. Skills in Algebra are 
taught through an integrative approach. Upon completion of this course, students are required to take the SC Algebra 1 End-of-Course Exam. 
 
Probability and Statistics Concepts:  Prerequisite: Geometry or Geometry Concepts; recommended grade level: 10, 11, or 12 
This course focuses on the development of the student’s understanding of and ability to apply mathematics to solve real-world problems dealing with 
probability, statistics, and data analysis. Students should have mastered Algebra standards prior to enrolling in this course. Students are expected to 
utilize scientific calculators, graphing calculators, and/or computer software throughout the course. 
 
Algebra 1:  Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or 8th grade mathematics; recommended grade level: 8, 9, or 10 
This course is designed to provide students with a strong background in algebraic concepts and processes. It includes writing expressions, solving linear 
equations, operations with polynomials, factoring, linear functions and word problems. Students will also be introduced to non-linear functions such as 
exponentials and quadratics. Students will take the SC Algebra 1 End-of-Course Exam in this course. It will count 20% of the final grade. This course can 
be taken after Foundations in Algebra. 
 
Algebra 2:  Prerequisite: Algebra 1 or Intermediate Algebra; recommended grade level: 10 or 11 
This course is designed to provide students with a strong background in algebraic concepts and processes. Topics include understanding algebraic and 
geometric representations of functions to include the following: quadratic, square root, absolute value, rational, exponential, and logarithmic. 
Polynomials, sequences, series and conic sections are also introduced. This course is recommended to be taken after Geometry or Geometry Concepts. 
Algebra 2 can be taken concurrently with Geometry. 
 
Geometry:  Prerequisite: Algebra 1 or Intermediate Algebra; recommended grade level: 9, 10, or 11 
This course is designed to provide students with the study of visual patterns. Topics will include geometric structure, geometric patterns, geometry of 
location, geometry of size, and geometry of shape. Geometry may be taken concurrently with Algebra 2. 
 
 
Pre-Calculus:  Prerequisite: Algebra 2; recommended grade level: 11 or 12 
This course is designed to provide students with enhanced mathematical concepts and topics in the area of functions. It extensively covers polynomial, 
rational, logarithmic and trigonometric functions. Students must understand the language of functions (domain and range, odd and even, periodic, 
symmetry, zeros, intercepts, etc.) and be very familiar with the unit circle and the values of trigonometric functions of numbers. Other topics include 
conic sections, sequences and series. 
 
Probability and Statistics:  Prerequisite: Algebra 2; recommended grade level: 11 or 12 
This course encompasses design of a statistical study; collection, organization, display, and interpretation of data; basic statistical methods of 
analyzing data; and basic concepts of probability. 
 
Dual Credit Math 110 (COLLEGE MATH): Students wishing to take a Dual Credit Course must complete all TTC paperwork and meet with their guidance 
counselor PRIOR to enrolling in the course.   
This course covers advanced topics of Algebra including Polynomial, Rational, Radical, and Exponential Functions, Logarithms, Binomial Expansion, and 
Linear Programming with Matrices.  A student should have passed the Compass Test at Trident Technical College in order to be enrolled in this course.  
Students must have qualifying scores on a TTC approved placement Test 

 



 

	 Page	22	 

Dual Credit Math 111 (COLLEGE TRIGONOMETRY): Students wishing to take a Dual Credit Course must complete all TTC paperwork and meet with their 
guidance counselor PRIOR to enrolling in the course.   
This course covers basic Right Triangular Trigonometry and uses the Law of Sines and Law of Cosines to solve application problems.   It also covers 
Vectors, Complex Numbers in the Polar System, and Conic Sections.  Students must pass both the Compass Reading (81) and Math (College Algebra 
60 and 1 to 69 on Trig) Test through Trident Technical College or passed Math 110 in order to be enrolled in this course.  

 
Dual Credit Math 120 PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS: Students wishing to take a Dual Credit Course must complete all TTC paperwork and meet with 
their guidance counselor PRIOR to enrolling in the course.   
This course covers basic applications of Probability and Statistics and utilizes technology in the analysis of information.  Students must make qualifying 
scores on a TTC approved placement test in order to be enrolled in this course.     

 
Advanced Placement Statistics:  Prerequisite: Algebra 2; recommended grade level: 11 or 12 
This course is designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. The topics, as 
determined by the College Board, are divided into four major themes: exploratory analysis, planning a statistical study, patterns using probability and 
simulations, and statistical inference. Important components of this course are the use of technology (both computer and graphing calculator), projects 
and laboratories, cooperative group problem solving, and writing as a part of concept-oriented instruction and assessment. Each student enrolled in this 
course will take the Advanced Placement Examination. 
 

NATURAL SCIENCES 

Introduction:  High school science, through a number of separate courses, includes instruction in the content areas of the South Carolina Science 
Curriculum Standards: life science, earth science, and physical science. Since the major objective of science instruction is to promote scientific thinking, 
the Science and Engineering Practices are integrated into all the science content areas. All laboratory-based science courses in Charleston County 
School District are courses with at least 40 percent of the instructional time being devoted to student-centered laboratory experiences integrated with 
the Science and Engineering Practices found in the 2014 South Carolina Science Curriculum Standards, grades 9-12. A sound grounding in science 
strengthens many of the skills that people need to use every day, such as solving problems creatively, thinking critically, working cooperatively in 
teams, using technology effectively, and valuing lifelong learning. 
 
Although only three science courses are required for graduation with a South Carolina State Diploma, the Department of Education recommends four 
courses. Students must pass a high school credit course in science in which an end-of-course examination is administered. The required course is Biology 
and is approved by the US Department of Education.   
 
The Commission on Higher Education (CHE) has approved the following language regarding the pre-requisites for college. College bound students are 
required to take “three units of laboratory science. Two units must be taken in two different fields of the physical, earth, or life sciences and selected 
from among earth science, biology, chemistry, or physics. The third unit may be from the same field as one of the first two units (earth science, biology, 
chemistry, or physics) or from any laboratory science for which earth science, biology, chemistry, and/or physics is a perquisite. Courses in general 
science or introductory science for which one of these four units is not a prerequisite will not meet this requirement. It is strongly recommended that 
students desiring to pursue careers in science, mathematics, engineering or technology take one course in all four fields: earth science, biology, 
chemistry, and physics.”  
 
For students who are not prepared to pursue one of the recommended sequences listed above, there are alternative sequences to develop an 
understanding of science concepts and Science and Engineering Practice skills for successful completion of the End-of-Course Exam. This may include 
taking Physical Science prior to Biology, Chemistry, or Physics to build a stronger background in the physical sciences.  
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Biology 1 322100CW 1 
Biology 1 Honors 322100HW 1 

Biology 2 322200CW 1 
Chemistry 1 
Chemistry 1 Honors 

323100CW 
323100HW 

                    1 
                    1 

Earth Science 326500CW 
 

1 

Marine Science 
Marine Science Honors 

322500CW 
322500HW 

1 
1 
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Biology 1 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 parts 1 & 2 and Physical Science or Earth Science 
This introductory laboratory-based course is designed to give students a sound background in major biological concepts. Biology 1 is designed to be 
both academically rigorous and realistic for students pursuing entry into a four-year college. Biology 1 builds on the chemical principles learned in 
Physical Science. Topics include: the cell; molecular basis of heredity; biological evolution; interdependence of organisms; matter, energy, and 
organization in living systems; and behavior and regulation. Laboratory activities provide numerous opportunities for students to develop science 
process skills, critical thinking, and an appreciation for the nature of science through investigative, hands-on lab activities. A state-mandated End-of-
Course Examination must be given to every student enrolled in this course. The score will count 20% of the final grade. 
 
Biology 1 Honors  
Honors prerequisite: teacher recommendation and Algebra 1; recommended grade level: 9 or 10 
Biology I Honors provides students a sound background in major biological concepts. Academically rigorous, this course requires more effort and in-
depth study than Biology 1 and prepares the student for Advanced Placement Biology. A state mandated End-of-Course Examination must be given to 
every student enrolled in this course. The score will count 20% of the final grade. 
 
Biology 2 
Prerequisite: Biology I and Chemistry 1 or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 1; recommended grade level: 10, 11, or 12 
This course is a sequel to Biology 1 for students who plan to major in biology or medical sciences in college. It includes a study of biochemistry, cell 
structure and function, genetics, growth and development, behavior, evolution, and the influence of biology on society. Laboratory study is an integral 
part of this class.  
 
 
Chemistry 1 
Prerequisite: Biology 1, and Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 parts 1 & 2 
Honors Prerequisite: Algebra 2 and Honors Biology 1 or teacher recommendation; recommended grade level: 10, 11, or 12 
This course provides an introduction to major chemistry principles and builds on concepts introduced in Physical Science. Through well-designed 
laboratory experiences, the student will master concepts, use problem-solving skills, and apply them to real-world situations. Topics include: chemical 
safety, atomic theory, the periodic table, chemical reactions and stoichiometry, gas laws, solutions and solubility, calorimetry, acid/base chemistry, and 
organic chemistry. Investigative, hands-on lab activities that address the SC Science and Engineering Practices are an integral part of this course.   
 
Honors Chemistry I prepares the student for Advanced Placement Chemistry through an in-depth study of the sequential development of major 
principles with emphasis on a quantitative approach to problem solving, library research, and extensive laboratory experiences. 
 
 
Earth Science 
Prerequisite: Biology 1 recommended grade level:  10, 11, or 12 
This course is designed to meet the SC Earth Science standards related to geology, paleontology, biochemical cycles, weather and climate. Students 
examine the nature of the Earth’s composition, processes and place in the universe in order to connect in their relevance to local and global issues. 
Appropriate inquiry, current research, and laboratory experiences will be integrated in the course. 
 
Marine Science 
Prerequisite: Biology 1 
Honors Prerequisite: Chemistry 1 and Biology1; recommended grade level: 11 or 12 
This course is designed to meet the needs of the student who wishes to obtain an in-depth awareness of coastal and marine systems. The course will 
include a study of the biological, physical, chemical, and geological aspects of oceanography, marine biology, the coastal environment, and the 
interrelationships among the disciplines. Instructional strategies include inquiry-based laboratory and field experiences, discussions with speakers, and 
projects.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Introduction:  The National Council for the Social Studies, the largest professional association for social studies educators in the world, defines social 
studies as:  “…the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. Social Studies provides coordinated, systematic study 
drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archaeology, economics, geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and 
sociology. The primary purpose of social studies is to help young people make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a 
culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.” 
 
The aim of social studies instruction is the production of civic competence in students through the knowledge, intellectual processes, and democratic 
dispositions required to enable them to become active and engaged participants in public life. Although civic competence is not the only responsibility 
of social studies, nor is it exclusive to the field, it is more central to social studies than to any other subject area in schools. By making civic competence 
a central aim, social studies educators have long recognized the importance of educating students who are committed to the ideas and values of 
democracy. Civic competence rests on this commitment to democratic values and requires the abilities to: (1) use knowledge about one’s community, 
nation, and world; (2) apply inquiry processes; (3) examine various perspectives, identify evidence, and evaluate sources; and (4) employ the critical 
skills of data collection and analysis, collaboration, decision-making, and problem-solving. Educating people who are knowledgeable, skillful, and 
committed to participatory democracy is necessary to sustaining and improving our democratic way of life participating as members of a global 
community. 
 
In democratic classrooms and nations, deep understanding of civic issues, such as immigration, economic problems, domestic governance structures, and 
U.S. foreign policy involve several disciplines. Of the 11 core academic courses identified by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills as being critical to 
college and career readiness, five of those courses are in the field of social studies: History, Geography, Economics, Government and Civics. The 
umbrella of social studies marshals the individual disciplines to support this civic task in various forms that help students understand people, actions, 
situations and the world around them. In the lower grades, these important issues can be taught in one course designated “Social Studies”, which 
integrates two or more of the independent disciplines. 

 
The critical social studies content, concepts, issues and skills needed for civic competence are taught in separate discipline-based courses, such as U.S. 
History and the Constitution, World History, World Geography, U.S. Government, Economics, Civics, Foreign Policy, Sociology, and Psychology, at the 
high school level. Also available are American Democracy, Philosophy, Law Education, and a growing number of courses that help students understand 
our changing world. The Social Studies Standards are intended to be taught—regardless of organizational or instructional approach—with the strong 
recommendation to utilize the methodologies and instructional shifts of the C3 (College, Career and Civic Life) Framework for effective social studies 
instruction within various curricular perspectives. The C3 Framework advocates for: (1) inquiry-based instruction, (2) fidelity to content standards, (3) 
utilization of multiple sources for various perspectives as well as using evidence and checking the reliability of sources, and (4) proficiency in 
communication of student learning orally and through effective argument writing. 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Advanced Placement Human Geography 337900AW 1 

Economics 335000CH 0.5 

Economics Honors 335000HH 0.5 

U.S. Government 333000CH 0.5 

U.S. Government Honors 333000HH 0.5 

U.S. History and Constitution 332000CW 1 

U.S. History and Constitution Honors 332000HW 1 

World Geography 331000CW 1 

World History 331000HW 1 

World History Honors 336000CW 1 

Law Education 333600CW 1 
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World Geography: Recommended grade level: 9 
The focus of World Geography includes the physical and cultural characteristics of Earth. The course is organized systematically around the topics of 
region, physical earth dynamics, population, culture, economic systems, urban systems, political systems, and the environment. Critical thinking will be 
emphasized in this course, with an emphasis on developing spatial thinking skills and competencies related to places, regions, movement across space 
and time, and human-environment interaction. Conceptual in nature rather than place specific, the course may be taught from a systematic or regional 
perspective. 
 
Advanced Placement Human Geography: Recommended grade level: 9 
AP Human Geography is a college-level semester course directed toward the academically capable high school student who has exceptional interest 
in history and geography, independent research, and in writing. Students enrolled in this course must be able to analyze primary sources and use the 
information gained through analyses to communicate their findings and defend claim statements. Independent research and outside reading are course 
requirements. Each student must take the Advanced Placement Examination in Human Geography for possible college credit at the end of the 
instructional term. 
 
World History from 1300: The Making of the Modern World: Recommended grade level: 10 
World History from 1300: The Making of the Modern World is designed to develop understanding of how the people and the countries of the world 
have become increasingly interconnected. In the last 600 years, population growth, demand for resources, curiosity, and technology have converged to 
draw the distant corners of the earth closer together. Critical thinking with an emphasis on why people, ideas, and technology have migrated across 
space and how they have made and continue to make an impact on different groups is pivotal in this course. Success in this course requires using a 
variety of sources, investigating multiple perspectives, using primary sources, analyzing documents, and participating in activities and assessments that 
incorporate historical thinking skills. Oral and written argument writing with evidence to communicate learning is required. 
 
 
U.S. History and Constitution: Recommended grade level: 11 
The focus of United States History and the Constitution is the story of the American people from the period of the colonial settlement to the present 
day, including the nation’s developing role in world affairs in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Instruction in this course will include an intentional 
investigation into multiple perspectives of historical events as well as the use of primary sources, document analysis, and activities and assessments 
which incorporate historical thinking skills. Oral and written argumentation using evidence from sources will be required in units of instruction. All 
students enrolled in this course will take South Carolina’s End-of-Course exam for U.S. History and Constitution at the end of the instructional period. 
 
United States Government: Recommended grade level: 12 
In the United States Government course, students will study the theory and practice of American government. The course is designed to provide a 
comprehensive introduction to fundamental political concepts that will provide students with the knowledge and skills to understand and participate in 
the American political system. United States Government will examine basic political theory and governmental systems, American political development 
and theory, the constitutional basis and structure of American government as well as citizen involvement in the political system. As amended by Article 
1, Chapter 29, Title 59 of the 1976 South Carolina Code Section 59-29-240, legislation known as the James B. Edwards Civics Education Initiative 
requires all South Carolina students enrolled in U.S. Government to take the United States Citizenship Civics test produced by the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services in order to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of United States History and the 
principles and form of United States government. 
 
Economics: Recommended grade level: 12 
Economics is a social science. The science of economics uses data to analyze, interpret and predict the behavior of individuals and institutions based 
upon incentives. The goal of a study of economics is to teach students how to evaluate choices. Scarcity forces all entities, individuals, communities, and 
nations to prioritize and choose from available resources to meet their needs. The choices societies make affect the well-being of all citizens. The 
consequences of these choices are evaluated through the numerical measurements of gross domestic product (GDP) and consumer price index (CPI) as 
well as through the use of other quantitative measurements. 
 
Law Education: Recommended grade levels: 9-12 
This course is an introduction to law and the legal system. Instruction includes criminal law and juvenile justice, torts, consumer law, family law, and housing 
law, as well as individual rights and liberties. Emphasis is placed upon major Constitutional issues, the guarantees of civil rights, and the responsibilities 
of citizenship. Students will explore contemporary legal issues using case studies, mock trials, role-plays, debates, and interactive group exercises. 
Students will also learn how to analyze, evaluate, and resolve legal disputes. 
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MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES AND ESOL 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

   

Spanish 1 365100CW 1 

Spanish 2 365200CW 1 

Spanish 3 H 365300CW 1 

   

   
 
Spanish 1 
This course is the first part of the beginning level of language study. It is designed to develop language skills in Spanish through practical activities that 
focus on meaningful personal communication. In the first year of a modern foreign language, students become familiar with the sounds of the language, 
its basic vocabulary, and the most common structures. They study the cultures, countries, and lifestyles of the people who speak the language. Through 
standards-based instruction that focuses on language proficiency, Spanish 1 students will be able to understand simple questions, orally express 
themselves in a comprehensible manner, read for comprehension, and write a comprehensible paragraph or brief letter, all within familiar contexts.  
 
Spanish 2 
This course builds on and reinforces language acquired in Spanish 1. Language proficiency will expand and develop through performance-based 
instruction and assessment. The vocabulary students learn is directly related to the purposes and situations of the context or established topics. Students 
will also learn vocabulary to reflect students’ needs and interests in each thematic topic. Students continue to study practical, day-to-day use of 
language in a broader context. Daily practice through performance-based instruction will facilitate the development of language as students gain 
insight into cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. 
 
Spanish 3 Honors 
While the general content of honors level Spanish 3 is similar to Spanish 3 CP, the honors course focuses on more in-depth knowledge of content and 
greater refinement of language proficiency.  It also moves at a more accelerated pace. This course is comparable in terms of workload and emphasis 
to IB or AP classes, as more challenging academic work is given to students. It is recommended for highly motivated students because of the quality, as 
well as quantity, of the work expected.  This course builds on and reinforces language capacity acquired in Spanish 1 and 2.   Students’ progress in 
the ability to communicate using new vocabulary and structures, and develop a deeper understanding of the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. 
Greater emphasis is placed on linguistic competence and accuracy in this course and in each year of successive language study. Students read and 
discuss authentic materials, including poetry, stories, news reports, film, magazine articles and literature. 
 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
Introduction:  Students must meet eligibility standards for the ESOL Program: their primary, first or home language is not English; they score below the 
fluent level on a state-approved language proficiency test or screener; and/or they have been determined by ESOL program personnel in consultation 
with mainstream teachers to need ESOL support to meet the standards of their program of study. 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

   

ESOL/ English Prep 379950CW 1 
 
 
ESOL/ English Prep 
This course is intended for students who have been tested by a certified ESOL teacher and have been designated an English Language Learner and 
accepted in the ESOL program for services. All English Language Learners who have not scored fluent on a state-approved language proficiency test 
or screener are eligible to take this course. This course is for students for whom English is not the primary language, but rather a subsequent language. 
The course is designed to build English language fluency, learning strategies, reading, and writing, listening, and speaking. A variety of data-driven 
instructional strategies will lay a foundation for success in mainstream classes while allowing students to earn elective credits towards graduation. 
*ESOL/ English Prep is limited to English Language Learners only. 
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FINE ARTS 
 
Introduction:  Quality arts education is an essential part of a complete education for all students and critical to their success in the 21st Century.  The 
arts are central to the learning process.  Children begin learning through scribbling, making up rhythmic sounds, moving and dancing, and playing 
creative games.  An effective arts program builds on these early experiences and extends them through a curriculum that engages students in the 
comprehensive, sequential study of the arts.   
 
All courses are offered as electives.  Limited dance course offerings are available at the high school level.  Drama courses are taught by the English or 
music teacher.   
 
Band, choral, and orchestra students may receive acceptance into honors level courses through the audition process.  The audition must demonstrate 
that the student can proficiently perform grade level five music.  Furthermore, all honors courses must focus on performing music at the level five grade 
or higher.   
 
Visual arts students seeking acceptance into honors level courses may do so through an adjudicated portfolio submission.  Each portfolio submission must 
contain the following items as well a piece that is student choice (see explanation below): one pencil drawing, once pen and ink drawing, two color 
pieces (i.e. pastel, oil, acrylic, watercolor, color pencil), one 2-dimensional design (i.e. logo, graphic illustrations, computer generated art) and student 
choice (This should be a piece that best reflects the area of interest/expertise.  Portfolios may be judged using either the AP Studio Art or IB Art 
Rubric.   
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Art 1 350100CW 1 

Art 2 350200CW 1 

Art 3	
 

350300CW 
 

1 
 

   

   

Art 1:   
This course is designed for students who have had limited or no prior preparation in art.  The course content includes concentration in the major areas 
of critical analysis, creative expression and production, cultural heritage and aesthetic perception.  Students will study principles and elements of two 
and three dimensional design through drawing, printmaking, painting, ceramics, sculpture, commercial design and textile design.  Major artists, periods 
and styles will be studied.  Criteria for critically assessing a variety of products and making informed choices will be explored.   
 
Art 2:  Appropriate Grade Level: Grade 10, 11, or 12 
Prerequisite: Art 1, prior study, or demonstrated ability 
This course is designed for students with greater competency in the individual areas described in Art 1 with areas of study expanded to develop 
strong knowledge and skills in an area of concentration.   
 
Art 3:  Appropriate Grade Level: Grade 11 or 12		Prerequisite: Art 2, other advanced training, or demonstrated ability 
This course is designed for advanced students who may be planning on art-oriented careers.  The course contains highly specialized units of study and 
is developed to meet individual student needs.  Areas of study may include architectural design, advertising, graphic design, fashion, interior product 
design, stage design, landscape architecture, urban planning metalwork and jewelry, textiles, sculpture and paining, art restoration and art history.   
 
 
 
Course Titles and Numbers for Band	
 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Band 1 353100CW 1 

Band 2 353200CW 1 
Band 3	
																					Honors 

353300CW 
 

1 
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Band 4	
 

353400CW 
 
 

1 
 

  
Band Levels 1-4	Appropriate Grade Level: Grade 9, 10, 1l, or 12 
		Prerequisite: Participation in previous year’s program 
This course is designed for students who have participated in the band program offered in the middle school or a previous year in high school.  
Students continue sequential development of skills necessary to become proficient in a musical instrument.  The course is organized so that students 
learn concert and marching band repertoire each year and develop an understanding of the concepts of music and the cultural heritage of the music 
studied.  Emphasis is placed on the development of good tone, accurate pitch, growth within music reading, ability to perform more easily, ability to 
follow a conductor, and an understanding of a wide variety of music.   
 
Honors Band (Levels 3 and 4) 
Students enrolled in band participate in a performance and an interview audition to be identified as gifted.  In addition to regular band assignments, 
identified students complete additional projects as determined by a committee of band directors.  These students will receive one unit of honors credit.  
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Physical Education 1 344100 CW 1 

Physical Education 2 344200 CW 1 

Physical Education 3 344300 CW 1 

Physical Education 4 344400 CW 1 

 
Physical Education 1 

This co-educational course is designed from a variety of activities to provide students with choice and the skills to live a healthy lifestyle. 
Two semester courses must be passed. Physical Education I is designed from six activity strands: Fitness for Life; Net/Racket Activities; Team 
Activities; Outdoor Pursuits; Individual Activities; and Dance. Students are required to dress out each day as specified by the physical 
education instructor. The first semester course includes the Fitness for Life curriculum, which is designed for students to achieve and maintain 
a health-enhancing level of physical fitness. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop optimal levels of fitness. The 
student must demonstrate competency in a least one movement form. The student should explore and seek opportunities to participate in 
physical activity outside the physical education class. The second semester course requires the student to independently assess his/her 
physical fitness level and design a nine-week program to maintain or improve personal fitness. The student will implement and document 
his/her program through participation in physical activity outside the physical education class.  The student must demonstrate competency in 
at least one movement form. 
 
Physical Education 2:  Prerequisite: Physical Education 1 or JROTC 
This co-educational course is designed as a continuation of Physical Education 1 and provides students with the skills to lead a healthy 
lifestyle. Physical Education 2 is an elective designed to provide a comprehensive, in-depth course of study in a few specific activity skills. 
The program will focus on at least two strands such as Fitness, which involves weights and aerobics; Net/ Racket Activities; Target Activities; 
Team Activities; Outdoor Pursuits; and Individual Activities. Students are required to dress out each day as specified by the physical 
education instructor. 
 
Physical Education 3 - Weights and Strength Training:  Prerequisite: Physical Education 1, 2, and 3 (JROTC may be accepted for Physical Education 
1). Enrollment requires the recommendation of the Physical Education Department Chairman and the Athletic Director. 
This course is designed for students who are interested in improving their overall fitness through weights/strength training. Activities include 
weight training, flexibility training, speed development and cardiovascular training. Areas discussed include weight control, proper diet, 
nutrition, and basic anatomy and physiology. 
 
Physical Education 4 - Weights and Strength Training:  Prerequisite: Physical Education 1, 2, and 3 (JROTC may be accepted for Physical Education 
1). Enrollment requires the recommendation of the Physical Education Department Chairman and the Athletic Director. 
This advanced weight-training course is for students who have completed Physical Education 3 Weights/Strength Training. Advanced 
methods of strength training and fitness will be taught in the course. Activities include weight training, flexibility training, speed 
development, and cardiovascular training. 
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Junior ROTC 
Prerequisite for ROTC courses: US citizen 
 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Army ROTC 1 375102 CW 1 
Army ROTC 2 375202 CW 1 
Army ROTC 3 375302 CW 1 
Army ROTC 4 375402 CW 1 

 
Army Junior ROTC Leadership Education Training 1 
This first year course is designed to familiarize the student with the rights, responsibilities, privileges, and freedoms that underlie good 
citizenship. The student will study leadership and the ability to live and work cooperatively with others. Emphasis is placed on the ability to 
think logically and to communicate effectively. Students will also be taught the history, purpose, and structure of army JROTC. They will 
learn to demonstrate proficiency in basic military skills that are necessary for working effectively as a member of a team. Students will be 
expected to demonstrate the importance of physical fitness, good health, and appearance. 
 
Army Junior ROTC Leadership Education Training 2 
This second year course is designed as a continuation of AJROTC and will provide the student with knowledge of the ethical values and 
principles that underlie good citizenship. The student must display leadership potential, work cooperatively, think logically and communicate 
effectively in writing. Students study the history, purposes, and structure of the total Army as well as basic military skills in drill and 
ceremonies. Students will be expected to demonstrate the importance of physical fitness, good health and appearance. 
 
Army Junior ROTC Leadership Education Training 3 
This third year course is designed to familiarize students with knowledge of the federal and military systems of justice. Students will apply 
leadership assessment principles and display leadership potential by effectively solving problems and supervising subordinates. They will 
be taught the history, missions and organization of the Department of Defense and of the military services of the U. S. Armed Forces. They 
will study basic military skills such as drill and ceremonies, first aid, and map reading. Students will examine the educational and social 
importance of technological advancements, as well as ethical problems associated with these advancements in such areas as energy, the 
environment, medicine and communication. Students will be expected to demonstrate the importance of physical fitness, good health, and 
appearance. 
 
Army Junior ROTC Leadership Education Training 4 
This fourth year course is designed to enable students to display knowledge of ethical reasoning and decision making and to demonstrate 
the ability to effectively apply leadership and communication skills. Students will demonstrate leadership potential as a teacher, role 
model, coach, counselor, and assistant instructor. The importance of American military history from the Revolutionary War period to the 
Civil War as it relates to the development of the United States is part of this course. Students will learn to demonstrate the ability to 
market themselves for a job and the importance of physical fitness, good health, and appearance. 

 
CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 
Introduction:  The mission of the Charleston County School District’s Career and Technology Education (CTE) program is to provide world class 
knowledge, world class skills, and life and career characteristics aligned with the Profile of a South Carolina Graduate.   College and career 
readiness will result from the acquisition of knowledge and skills.   Students will become global citizens who meet academic and technical standards for 
high-demand, high-wage jobs of the future.   CTE programs will prepare students to be responsible, mature, and contribute effectively to society. 
 
Students engaged in a CTE program of study will see a connection between secondary and post-secondary opportunities.  Students in a CTE program of study will 
be able to identify and address current and emerging workforce opportunities.  Students who complete a career pathway have a higher graduation rate than 
those who do not complete.  
 
Completer A Career and Technology Education (CTE) Completer is a student who has earned at least four specified units in a state recognized CTE 
program leading to a career goal. 
 
Work-Based Learning:  Work-based Learning (WBL) provides structured experiences outside the classroom empowering students with primary 
knowledge in their chosen career pathway.   WBL experiences also offer students the opportunity to apply skills learned in their career and 
technology program of study to real world professional environments. 
 
Work-based Learning Examples: 

JROTC 
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• Structured Field-trips 
• Job Shadowing (Off campus & Virtual) 
• Internships / Cooperative Education (Co-Ops) 
• WBL Mentoring 

• Youth Apprenticeships (YA)* 
• Service Learning 
• School-based Enterprise 

 
*Youth Apprenticeship 
Apprenticeships are flexible training programs that cultivate well-educated, highly-skilled workers able to meet the demands of a competitive global 
economy. Youth Apprentices learn through paid on-the-job training under the direction of an industry mentor and take college classes that directly 
relate to their apprenticeship.  Youth apprenticeships are offered in a variety of career fields and industries. 
 
Requirements of the program include:  
 
1. Students must be rising juniors or seniors, at least 16 years of age by the start-of-work date. (The day you begin work will vary with employer.) 
2. Students must have qualifying scores on the COMPASS or ACCUPLACER placement test, the admissions testing tool that TTC uses to assess academic 

readiness. Some employers also ask that students take the Mechanical Aptitude Test, but there is no minimum score required. 
3. Students must be hired by one of the participating employers. 
4. Students must have reliable transportation to work and to on-campus TTC classes. 
5. Students must be legally able to work in the U.S. 
6. Students must reside in Charleston County. 
7. Students must successfully complete the TTC classes connected with the apprenticeship. 
8. Students must be on track for graduation at high school. 
 
 

Cluster: Business, Management, and Administration 
Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

   

Accounting 500100CW 1unit 

Entrepreneurship 540000CW 1unit 

Fundamentals of Web Page   

Integrated Business Applications 1 502000CW 1unit 

Business, Management and Administration, work-based credit 549000CW 
 

1unit 
 

 
Digital Desktop Publishing: Prerequisite: Computer Applications or Integrated Business Applications 1; Recommended grade levels: 10, 11, or 12. 
This course brings together graphics and text to create professional level publications. Students create, format, illustrate, design, edit/revise, and print 
publications. Improved productivity of digitally produced newsletters, flyers, brochures, reports, advertising materials, and other publications is emphasized. 
Proofreading, document composition, and communication competencies are also included. Students will be introduced to Adobe InDesign, Adobe 
Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Word.  Students who successfully complete this course will be prepared to sit for the 
ACA-Print & Digital Media Publication with Adobe InDesign certification exam. 
 
Entrepreneurship: Prerequisite: none 
Recommended grade levels: 10th-12th 
Entrepreneurship is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills leading to development of a business plan for small business ownership. An 
important part of the course will be the incorporation of marketing, staffing and financial considerations. 
 
Accounting: Prerequisite: none 
Recommended grade levels: 10th-12th 
Accounting 1 develops an understanding of the concepts, principles, and practices necessary in the preparation and maintenance of financial records 
concerned with business management and operations. Students are exposed to the accounting cycle cash control systems, payroll, and careers in 
accounting. 
 
Integrated Business Applications 1 Recommended grade levels: 9, 10, 11, or 12. 
This course is designed to teach students software applications that are necessary to live and work in a technological society. The applications covered 
include word processing, database, spreadsheet, and presentation. Other content areas may include computer hardware, terminology, and concepts.  
Students will be introduced to Microsoft Office.  Students who successfully complete this course will be prepared to sit for the Microsoft Office 
Specialist certification exam. 
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Business, Management, and Administration Work-Based Credit: Recommended grade levels: 11 or 12 and at least 16 years of age. 
Cooperative Education experiences are designed for students who have completed at least two units of credit in a state recognized Career and 
Technology Education (CTE) major and are enrolled in the subsequent course or have completed three units in a state recognized CTE major with mastery 
of standards to be eligible for participation. Students may be awarded credit for Work-Based Learning Experiences that meet acceptable criteria. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cluster: Hospitality and Tourism 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Culinary Arts 1 572000CW 
 

1unit 
 

Culinary Arts 2 572100CW 
 

1unit 
    

Culinary Arts 1 Prerequisites: None; Recommended grade levels: 10-12 
Culinary Arts prepares students for gainful employment and/or entry into postsecondary education in the food production and service industry. 
Content provides students the opportunity to acquire marketable skills by examining both the industry and its career opportunities. Laboratory 
experiences simulate commercial food production and service operations. 
 
Culinary Arts 2: Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1; recommended grade levels: 11 or 12. 
Culinary Arts 2 is an advanced level course that prepares the serious culinary student for gainful employment and/or entry into postsecondary 
education. Content provides students the opportunity to acquire marketable skills by examining both the industry and its career options. Students have 
opportunities to develop skills in workplace settings. 
 
 
Introduction to Culinary Arts: Prerequisite: none; recommended grade levels: 9 or 10. 
Introduction to Culinary Arts provides students with an overview of interest, aptitude, and technical skills needed to advance to Level One Culinary Arts and/or the 
food service industry. 
 
Hospitality and Tourism Work-Based Credit: Recommended grade levels: 11 or 12 and at least 16 years of age. 
Cooperative Education experiences are designed for students who have completed at least two units of credit in a state recognized Career and Technology 
Education (CTE) major and are enrolled in the subsequent course or have completed three units in a state recognized CTE major with mastery of standards to be 
eligible for participation. Students may be awarded credit for work-based learning experiences that meet acceptable criteria. 

 
 

Cluster: Information Technology 
Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Fundamentals of  Computing 502300CW 1unit 

Fundamentals of Webpage Design and Dev 503100CW ! unit 

 
Fundamentals of Computing: Recommended grade level: 10, 11; Prerequisite: Algebra I (or equivalent), and/or teacher recommendation 
This course of study is designed to allow students to explore a variety of computer science topics, such as Web design, human computer interactions, 
programming, and problem solving. Optional topics include mobile applications, robotics, and digital animation. Students will develop critical thinking, 
logic, and problem solving skills relevant to today’s technology.  Students will be introduced to a variety of software that may include Adobe 
Dreamweaver, Scratch, and Alice. 
 
Fundamentals of WEB PAGE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT I: Recommended grade level 9-12 
This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to design, implement and maintain a website.  Students create web 
pages using HTML, Advanced HTML and Adobe Dreamweaver CS3.  Students develop a plan for posting, publicizing and promoting a website.  They 
also research Web-related careers.  This course is an excellent complementary elective for any career cluster or major. 
 
 
 
Cluster: Marketing, Sales and Services 

Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 
Advertising 547000CW 1unit 
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Marketing 542100CW 1unit 
Marketing work-based credit 509100CW 

 
1unit 
 Advertising 

Prerequisite: Marketing; recommended grade levels: 10, 11, or 12. 
Advertising is designed to introduce the concepts of advertising, planning strategies, communication skills and professional development. Course content includes budget 
development, media selection, design and the preparation of ads for various media. 
 
Marketing 
Prerequisite: none; recommended grade levels: 9, 10, 11, or 12. 
Marketing introduces marketing concepts; examines the economic, marketing and business, and human resource fundamentals; and provides an overview of the marketing 
functions of selling, promotion, distribution, risk management, pricing, purchasing, marketing information management, product/service planning, and financing. 
 
Marketing Work-Based Credit 
Recommended grade levels: 11 or 12 and at least 16 years of age. 
Cooperative Education experiences are designed for students who have completed at least two units of credit in a state recognized Career and Technology Education 
(CTE) major and are enrolled in the subsequent course or have completed three units in a state recognized CTE major with mastery of standards to be eligible for 
participation. Students may be awarded credit for work-based learning experiences that meet acceptable criteria. 
 
Cluster: Health Science 
  

                Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

PLTW Principles of Biomedical Science 558000CW 1unit 

PLTW Human Body Systems 558100CW 1unit 

   

 
Principles of Biomedical Science: Prerequisite: Biology 1 
Recommended grade levels: 11-12th 
Principles of Biomedical Sciences is a foundation course for the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Sciences program for high school students. 
This course provides an introduction to the biomedical sciences through exciting hands-on projects and problems. Students investigate the human body 
systems and various health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, sickle-cell disease, hypercholesterolemia, and infectious diseases. They 
determine the factors that led to the death of a fictional person, and investigate lifestyle choices and medical treatments that might have prolonged 
the person's life. The activities and projects introduce students to human physiology, medicine, research processes and bioinformatics. Key biological 
concepts including homeostasis, metabolism, inheritance of traits, and defense against disease are embedded in the curriculum. Engineering principles 
including the design process, feedback loops, and the relationship of structure to function are also incorporated. This course is designed to provide an 
overview of all the courses in the Biomedical Sciences program and lay the scientific foundation for subsequent courses. 
 
Principles of Human Body Systems 
Recommended grade levels: 11th-12th 
Human Body Systems is a foundation course for the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Sciences programs for high school students. Students 
examine the interactions of body systems as they explore identity, communication, power, movement, protections, and homeostasis. Students design 
experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition software to monitor body functions such as muscle 
movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Exploring science in action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal manikin, work 

through interesting real world cases and often play the role of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
Students with disabilities receive special education supports through a continuum of services delivered within and outside the general education 
environment.  ALL students participate in the general curriculum and the South Carolina College and Career Readiness standards.  It is the 
responsibility of the IEP Team to identify appropriate services and supports to facilitate this participation and access for individual students.  Services 
for special education students are on a continuum, based on the team determination of Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) designated for individual 
students by IEP Team.   
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Exit Options for students receiving Special Education Services: 
The IEP team determines the most appropriate graduation options based upon the student’s needs and impact of the disability. The IEP team must 
document the rationale for the selected program of study in the IEP, and a review and update of goals and objectives is done at least annually. 

 
For the purposes of this technical assistance manual, a graduation option is a planned program of study (courses, IEP goals, objectives, and 
benchmarks) designed to address the needs of individual students. The IEP team plays a key role in the IEP graduation process. 
 
South Carolina High School Diploma 

Special Education students working for a state high school diploma are allowed to earn up to seven (7) elective Carnegie credits for course 
work in areas selected because of the individual student’s disabling condition. All courses listed in this section are considered elective credits. 

 
District Occupational Credential 

The Charleston County School District Occupational Credential for Students with Disabilities is a locally sanctioned exit option designed for 
students with mild and moderate disabilities.  It is intended that students with disabilities who are able to earn twenty-four Carnegie units 
should continue to select the SC standard diploma track and that students who are not able to earn a CCSD Occupational Credential should 
continue to work towards a Certificate of Completion. 

 
The CCSD Occupational Credential program emphasizes high expectation in preparing students to graduate with the employability, self-
advocacy, and basic academic skills necessary to meet the demands of the twenty-first century workplace. 

 
The program features competencies aligned with state standards, required community and work experience components, and a final 
portfolio; including a Summary of Performance.   

 
Certificate of Attendance 
 

Course Titles and Numbers:  SC HS Diploma Track 
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Course Title Course Number(s) Credit 

Study Skills Strategies I 390R21CW 1 unit 
0.5 Study Skills Strategies II 390R22CW 1 unit 
0.5 Study Skills Strategies III 390R23CW 1 unit 
0.5 Study Skills Strategies IV 390R24CW 1 unit 
0.5 Study Skills Strategies V 390R34CW 1 unit 

0.5 Study Skills Strategies VI 390R35CW 1 unit 
0.5 Study Skills Strategies VII 390R36CW 1 unit 
0.5  

CCSD Occupational Credential Track 

English Language Arts 1 
 

3916X100 1 credit 
 English Language Arts 2 3916X200 1 credit 
 English Language Arts 3 3916X300 1 credit 
 English Language Arts 4 3916X400 1credit 
 Mathematics 1 3916X101 1  credit 
 Mathematics 2 3916X201 1 credit 
 Mathematics 3 3916X301 1 credit 
 Mathematics 4 3916X401 1  credit 
 Science 1 3916X102 1  credit 
 Science 2 3916X202 1  credit 
 Science 3 3916X302 1  credit 
 Science 4 3916X402 1  credit 
 Social Studies 1 3916X103 1 credit 

  Social Studies2 3916X203 1 credit 
 
 

 Social Studies 3 
 

3916X303 I credit 
 Social Studies 4 3916X403 I credit 

Career Readiness 1 3916X107 I credit 
Career Readiness 2 3916X207 1 credit 
Career Readiness 3 3916X307 I credit 
Career Readiness 4 3916X407 I credit 

 

Certificate of Attendance 
 English Language Arts 1 3901T100 I credit 

English Language Arts 2 3901T200 I credit 
English Language Arts 3 3901T300 I credit 
English Language Arts 4 3901T400 I credit 
Mathematics 1 3901T101 I credit 
Mathematics 2 3901T201 I credit 
Mathematics 3 3901T301 I credit 
Mathematics 4 3901T401 I credit 
Science 1 3901T102 I credit 
Science 2 3901T202 I credit 

 Science 3 3901T302 I credit 
Science 4 3901T402 I credit 
Social Studies 1 3901T103 I credit 
Social Studies 2 3901T203 I credit 
Social Studies 3 3901T303 I credit 
Social Studies 4 3901T403 1 credit 
Career Awareness 1 3901T109 1 credit 
Career Awareness 2 3901T209 I credit 
Career Awareness 3 3901T309 I credit 
Career Awareness 4 3901T409 I credit 
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Career Readiness 1 3901T107 1 credit 
Career Readiness 2 3901T207 1 credit 
Career Readiness 3 3901T307 1 credit 
Career Readiness 4 3901T407 1 credit 
Career Soft Skills 1 3901T108 1 credit 
Career Soft Skills 2 3901T208 1 credit 
Career Soft Skills 3 3901T308 1 credit 
Career Soft Skills 4 3901T408 1 credit 

 
Study Skills Strategies I- VII 
Students with disabilities, who have deficits in one or more areas, e.g., reading, written expression, math, social-emotional, etc., may enroll in General Resource. 
Instruction is based on IEP goals and objectives. 
 
English Language Arts 1-4 
Students who have an identified disability in the area of oral expression, listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading or reading comprehension 
may enroll in Language Arts Resource. Instruction is based on IEP goals and objectives. 
 
Mathematics 1-4 
Students who have an identified disability in the areas of math calculation or math reasoning may enroll in Math Resource. Instruction is based on IEP goals and 
objectives. 
 
Career Readiness 1-4 
Students who have an identified disability affecting behavior, interpersonal skills, emotional stability or study and organizational skills may enroll in Pro-Social 
Resource. Instruction is based on IEP goals and objectives. 
 
Adaptive Physical Education 1-4 
Adaptive physical education courses for students with orthopedic impairments or for students whose   disability precludes participation in a regular physical education 
program incorporate information about adapted individual and team sports, leisure activities, and health education skills. This course may be used   as the 
physical education requirement for eligible students working toward a State High School Diploma, a CCSD Employment Diploma or a Certificate of Achievement. 

Helpful  suggestions to encourage families to  become proactive and informed about postsecondary options for students with disabilities: 
 
Seek clear information about high school program options and graduation requirements no later than middle school. Start with the IEP Team in middle school at age13 
to address your child’s transition plan  

Request regular   updates on your child’s progress towards a standard high school diploma or alternate exit credential. 
 

• Inquire   about   career and technical program options and their alignment with professional and industry standards. 
• Regularly meet with your child’s IEP team to ensure that a student’s course of study is consistent with their post-secondary goals and that the 

student plays a meaningful role in the IEP process. 
• Support your child by making sure he or she attends school every day and completes all assigned homework. 

 
• Discuss your child’s strengths and interests with him or her, and together explore possible career and  education goals for after high school 
• Ensure your  child is taking the courses needed for entry into the postsecondary education program or career path of his or her choice. 

 
• Accompany your child on postsecondary campus and program visits. 
• Emphasize that education is key to achieving dreams and future economic security. 
• Discuss the consequences of important educational decisions, such as graduation and diploma options. 

 
• Reinforce development of a positive work ethic by helping your child set goals, complete assignments, manage time, meet high expectations, and persist through 

challenges. 
 

**By planning ahead, youth, families, and IEP teams can help to ensure that the youth is on the path to a bright 
Prod0.0.uctive future. 

 

(*adapted from Our Children, December 2010-January 2011 edition/National PTA Magazine) 
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